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REPORT ON POTTERY FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE HAMPSHIRE FIELD CLUB, 1952. 

During the summer of 1951 archaeological excavations made 
between Colebrook Street and the River Itchen, Winchester, for 
investigating the date and character of the city wall, produced 
some stratified groups of Roman and mediaeval pottery. Three 
trenches were dug, the largest of them being on behalf of the 
Club. The Roman pottery came from a layer and a pit earlier 
than the building of the city wall, and is of the period about 
50 - 190 A.D. It includes a number of types, the study of which 
will add to knowledge of early Roman pottery in central Hampshire. 
Except for a few sherds of the Norman period, the mediaeval pottery 
came from layers associated with various rebuildings of the city 
wall, and it ranges in date from the late 13th or early 14th century 
to the 15th or early 16th century. Winchester mediaeval pottery 
from datable deposits has not been collected hitherto in any quantity, 
and the Colebrook Street groups are therefore welcome. 

An excavation for a petrol tank at Radley House, St. Cross Road, 
Winchester, outside the site of the Southgate, cut through Roman 
layers and mediaeval pits. The latest of the Roman layers produced 
New Forest beakers. From one of the mediaeval pits came a large 
part of a round-bottomed cooking-pot ; the type occurs on early 
Norman sites in Southern England, but apparently it has not been 
found hitherto in Winchester. 

An old discovery which has only recently become available for 
.study may be mentioned. About 1900 a group of twenty complete 
Roman pots was found in the Crab Wood district, on the Sarum 
Road to the west of Winchester, and it remained unrecorded and 
in private possession until eighteen of the pots were purchased for 
Winchester City Museum last year. Possibly it accompanied a 
burial of some person of rank. The group consists of Samian plates 
and cups and of native dishes. The stamp of the potter Severus 
on most of the Samian gives a date m the third quarter of the 
1st century A.D. The native dishes, of grey ware, are of especial 
interest, for except for differences in size they are all much alike 
and are evidently all one batch from a local kiln. Fragments of 
the same type are known from other sites in the Winchester area. 

It remains to add that a large quantity of pottery from Meon 
Hill and other excavations carried out by this Society before the 
war has now been transferred from the basement of the Castle to 
Winchester City Museum, where it is being unpacked and arranged 
in store so as to be available for examination by-students and 
«ventually for exhibition. 
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