FINDS REPORTED TO THE PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME IN 2019
By Dr Simon Maslin, Katie Hinds and Jasmine Hadley-Hughes
During 2019 a total of 6,322 Hampshire finds were added to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) database in the
form of some 2,232 records.
•

•
•

These finds relate to the following archaeological periods: Palaeolithic to Neolithic (2.9%), Bronze Age
(1.9%), Iron Age (3.1%), Roman (46.9%), early-medieval (3.8%), medieval (22.9%), post-medieval and modern (17.7%), and those of uncertain date (0.7%).
The materials from which finds were made were: metal (94.7%, of which copper-alloys, 66.0%), ceramics
(1.7%) and worked stone (3.2%).
The most common artefact types recorded were coins (58.9%), followed by brooches (4.6%) and buckles
(3.9%).

A proportion of finds examined by the Hampshire Finds Liaison Officer and colleagues were not recorded – generally those that post-date 1700. The artefacts described below are considered to be particularly interesting examples reported to the Scheme during 2019. The PAS database number (Record ID) is included in each description.
The public online database contains detailed information and colour photographs for each object recorded by the
Scheme, including those below: see www.finds.org.uk/database.
Principal finds
A copper-alloy dirk, dating to the Middle Bronze Age from Buriton (SUR-932ECC) (Fig. 20)
A copper-alloy dirk dating to the Middle Bronze Age (c. 1500-1300 BC), perhaps best attributed to a Taplow or
Keelogue Type of the Acton Park industry (cf. Burgess & Gerloff 1981, plates 14 & 15). The butt is trapezoidal with
two rivet holes partially preserved. The blade has bevelled edges and a flattened lozengiform/lentoid cross section
with a distinctive central rib that extends from the butt to the tip. This thickened rib adds strength to the blade
and is a diagnostic feature of this type of short sword or dirk, which is thought to be used for thrusting and piercing rather than cutting and slashing. The blade is slightly bent midway along, although it is unclear as to whether
this demonstrates an intentional pre-depositional act. Length: 153.8mm; width: 43.5mm; weight: 113.77g.
An unusual late Bronze Age looped socketed tool from Cliddesden (BERK-897467) (Fig. 21)
An unusual looped and socketed copper-alloy tool, dating to the Late Bronze Age (c. 1000-800BC). This tool is possibly either a chisel or hammer of the Ewart Park industry or a slender axehead of the Taunton-Hademarschen
type. However, it is missing its tip, which makes it impossible to give a definite identification. Potential comparisons include a small group of similar slender socketed axe heads from East Dorset (O'Connor & Woodward 2003,
144-6) as well as examples from hoards found in Salisbury and the Isle of Wight. Length: 86.6mm; width: 30.7mm;
weight: 127.68g.
An incomplete Late Bronze Age sword of the Ewart Park metalworking industry from Romsey (HAMP-24C69E)
(Fig. 22)
An incomplete Late Bronze Age copper-alloy sword of the Ewart Park Metalworking Industry (c. 950 - 750 BC), now
in two pieces consisting of the hilt end and upper blade (missing the end of the hilt) and the lower blade (missing
its tip). All breaks are old. The sword has deliberately been bent into an elongated S-shape in profile and has broken at one of these bends. Length: 556mm; width: 48.2mm; weight: 380g.
An unusual middle Iron Age pin head from Wield (HAMP-A63ECB) (Fig. 23)
An incomplete and unusual copper-alloy and iron pin of Middle Iron Age (300-150 BC) date with a large knobbed
copper-alloy head and the remains of an iron shank. The head is decorated in 'plastic style' with a sub-spherical
terminal and two circular removals, set diagonally at 90° to each other, each topped with a small shell-like moulded projection. Below this terminal is a waisted reel and a globular collar to the iron shank.
A similar pin with integral copper-alloy shank and four mouldings on the head was discovered in Ropley,
Hampshire (HAMP-C319B7), and further examples of comparable 'plastic style' moulded pins can be seen on the
PAS database, of which SF-9722BA (from Hilborough, Norfolk) is the only other example with two mouldings.
Length: 23.8mm; weight: 6.32g.
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Fig. 20 Middle Bronze Age dirk, ©Surrey County Council

Fig. 21 An unusual Bronze Age socketed tool
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Fig. 22 A Late Bronze Age sword, © Hampshire Cultural Trust

Fig. 23 A middle Iron Age pin, © Hampshire Cultural Trust
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Fig. 24 Iron Age Brooch, © Surrey County Council
A rare form of middle Iron Age brooch from Hurstbourne Tarrant (SUR-DC9752) (Fig. 24)
This is a cast copper-alloy Iron Age brooch of middle Iron Age date (c. 6th to 3rd century BC), and likely a British late
-Hallstatt derivative type (cf. Hull & Hawkes Type 2L variant). The leech-shaped bow is convex and hollow, with a
pair of large sub-rectangular winged terminals at either end, each measuring around 30mm in width. Each wing
comprises a plate with ribbed outer edges and a deep central groove. There is a rounded boss at the junction between the wings and the bow. The reverse of the wings is flat; one has a lugged hinge for a (now lost) iron pin, and
the other has a rectangular hooked catchplate.
Group L brooches are rare and highly varied in design. For comparable examples, see BERK-5952E7 and BERK
-4BA073. Other examples, such as IOW-4DA383, have a single comparable winged terminal, which has been interpreted as a skeuomorphic imitation of the bilateral axis spring mechanisms seen on other brooch types.
Length: 39.3mm; width: 32mm; weight: 31.52g.
An extremely rare Iron Age gold quarter stater from Beech (HAMP-3F29A6) (Fig. 25)
An Iron Age uninscribed gold quarter stater of the Southern Region/Belgae, dating to the period c. 55-45 BC, of the
‘Corded Crescents’ type. The obverse shows two snakelike corded crescents with double rings above and below
with three corded lines. The reverse depicts a horse standing right, annulet in pellet ring in front, ringed pellet
above, ringed pellet and annulet below.
This coin type is unlisted in ABC (Ancient British Coins), BMC (British Museum Catalogue), or Van Arsdell
(1989), but three examples are now known. Diameter: 9.9mm; weight: 0.88g.
An unusual Iron Age gold quarter stater from Hurstbourne Priors (SUR-522306) (Fig. 26)
An uninscribed Iron Age gold quarter stater of the Southern Region/Regini, dating to the period c. 60-20 BC. The
obverse has two plain crescents at the centre of crossed wreaths, with star or sun motifs in two of the quadrants.
The reverse shows a horse running left, with pellet moon above and floral sun below. This coin is a previously unrecorded early variant of the ‘Wonersh Left’ quarter stater type, cf. ABC no. 617. Diameter: 11mm; weight: 1.07g.

A unique Iron Age die matrix for potin coins from Steventon (SUR-08FD05) (Fig. 27)
A copper-alloy die matrix used to create casting moulds for the production of Soissons Eye Boar type potins, which
are typically identified as a Continental/Belgic import type originating from the Soissons region of Northern France
c. 60-20 BC. The Suessiones ‘six peoples’ lived around the river Aisne with a capital at Noviodunum ‘New Fort’ in
modern Soissons (Aisne, Picardy), which is named after the tribe.
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Fig. 25 An extremely rare Iron Age gold quarter stater, © Hampshire Cultural Trust

Fig. 26 An unusual Iron Age gold quarter stater, © Surrey County Council

Fig. 27 Iron Age potin matrix die, © Surrey County Council
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The die face is in relief and shows the reverse of the potin, which comprises a boar with pellet-in-annulet and
arc of pellets below, possibly depicting a neck torc. The design is as ABC 85; BMC Celtic Coins III, 444-447; Delestree
& Tache I, 530-531A. See PUBLIC-D2189D for an example of this coin on the PAS database.
This matrix has a positive image in relief which is a copy of the image on the finished coin. Consequently, it
could not be used as a die to strike coins (which would consequently be incuse), but rather had another application
such as to produce casting moulds for cast potin coins, potentially in large numbers. The other end of the die has a
break, possibly from a casting sprue. Length: 25.9mm; diameter: 18.9mm; weight: 60.63g.
A hoard of Roman copper-alloy coins and associated personal articles from Buriton (SUR-A858B2) (Fig. 28)
A hoard of 34 Roman copper-alloy coins was found along with tweezers (SUR-94B6F8), a nail cleaner (SUR-949022)
and five brooches (SUR-E4BB97, SUR-E4A042, SUR-E3B5D2, SUR-E39199 and SUR-E3D7CD) scattered across a 10m
wide area of a woodland bank. The coins date from the mid 1st century AD to around AD c. 169 and include a wide
range of Emperors such as Claudius, Nero, Vespasian, Domitian, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius. The
brooches are of contemporary 1st- and 2nd-century types, including a lugged disc brooch and bow brooches of
Nauheim derivative, Colchester and Langton Down types. Collectively these finds suggest a late 2nd-century date
for the deposition of the hoard. The hoard was declared Treasure but disclaimed and returned to the finder.

Fig. 28 Part of a hoard of Roman copper-alloy coins, toilet articles and brooches, © Surrey County Council
A copper-alloy Roman figurine of Cupid from Soberton (HAMP-DDA1EE) (Fig. 29)
This is an incomplete Roman copper-alloy figurine, possibly from a shrine or part of a vessel mount and which likely
dates to the 2nd or 3rd centuries AD. The figurine depicts a naked child, probably Cupid, with its right arm raised
and turned back to point the hand at its head; the left arms curves outwards and back again, the hand resting at
the top of the thigh above an old break across the legs. Although worn, details of the hair can just be seen around
the front and back of the head. Comparable figurines on the PAS database include BERK-EA42E1. Length: 22.1mm;
thickness: 9.2mm; weight 14.62g.
A Roman zoomorphic terminal in the form of a dog from Thruxton (BERK-CC032D) (Fig. 30)
This artefact is a copper-alloy Roman zoomorphic terminal, probably from a hair pin or other implement, dating to
the 1st – 3rd centuries AD. The object takes the form of a standing dog, which is hollow with a circular hole pierced
in the middle of its back, which runs through the pedestal to the base. The head of the dog has moulded features
depicting eyes, ears, snout and mouth. There is a small curved crescent-shaped tail that projects downwards from
the rear of the body. The dog stands on four proportioned legs and is joined to a pedestal which consists of a rectangular flat base attached to a hollow sub-rectangular stand, on one side of which is a break. This object resembles
HESH-091D87 as well as several other dog-headed terminals from continental European contexts. Length: 16.5mm;
width: 4.3mm; weight: 2.12g.
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Fig. 29 A Roman figurine of Cupid, © Hampshire Cultural Trust

Fig. 30 Roman zoomorphic terminal

39

Fig. 31 A bezel from a late Roman silver finger ring, © Hampshire Cultural Trust
A bezel from a late Roman silver finger ring of Brancaster Type from Amport (HAMP-13E77C) (Fig. 31)
A silver bezel from a finger-ring of late Roman date (AD 300-410), likely from a ring of the so-called 'Brancaster'
type. The bezel is rectangular and slightly curved with flanking knops. The upper surface is decorated, with a crudely incised 'Chi Rho' symbol, with the ends of the Chi seriffed. The bezel is missing one of six knops that adorn the
short edges of the object.
Although the 'Chi Rho' symbol is rather crudely incised, this is likely to represent an example of a ring that
belonged to a Christian. During the 4th century AD, Christianity became more widespread in Britain, and the Chi
Rho symbol is the primary means by which this belief was expressed.
The find was declared Treasure, and Hampshire Cultural Trust declared an interest. Length: 13.9mm; width:
6.9mm; weight: 2.01g.
A late Roman gold ring from Houghton (SUR-05A704) (Fig. 32)
This is a gold ring of late Roman date with filigree, 'basket' pattern decoration, and a bezel that may have held a
stone or a decorative plaque. The ring was crushed when found. The hoop is a thin band of gold sheet, undulating
and impressed to resemble basket-work. It is bordered on each side with beaded wire. The shoulders have four
pairs of neat, elaborate spirals in gold wire, which descend in size away from the bezel and have gold pellets between. These are applied to a thin gold backing sheet. Surrounding the oval bezel is a roped flange.
The ring may originally have had a gold plaque within the bezel depicting a design such as a dextrarum iunctio motif of two clasped hands. Comparable examples of this type of ring recorded on the PAS database and previously reported under the Treasure Act include DOR-29D957 (2012T691). This ring is also very similar to examples
from the Thetford Hoard in the British Museum (the best comparison is number 1981,0201.10), which were dated
on stylistic grounds to the last decade of the fourth century AD (Johns 1996, 215), as well as an example from Richborough Castle (1936,0204.1).
The artefact was returned to the finder, who had the ring repaired and reconstructed with an interpolated
bezel design based upon contemporary examples. Length: 31.2mm; width: 21.4mm; thickness: 6.2mm; weight:
9.28g.
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Fig. 32 A late Roman gold ring, before and after reconstruction, © Surrey County Council

Fig. 33 A late Roman Quoit Brooch Style buckle plate or strap end, © National Museum Wales
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A late Roman Quoit Brooch Style buckle plate or strap end from the Candovers (WREX-AEACCA) (Fig. 33)
A late Roman copper-alloy openwork Quoit Brooch Style (QBS) buckle plate or strap end. It dates from the late 4th
to mid 5th century AD and is potentially Continental in origin. The plate has three rounded projections and is highly
decorated with finely incised designs, including a large circular motif with a multifoil centre. Either side of this central motif are two pairs of openwork animal heads (one pair below and one pair above). On the reverse, only part of
a plain separate back-plate survives. Length: 51.8mm; width: 31.2mm; weight: 11.3g.
An early medieval scabbard chape from the Itchen Valley (BERK-9B9169) (Fig. 34)
An unusual cast copper-alloy zoomorphic scabbard chape, dating to the 5th – 6th centuries AD and of possible English or Frankish origin. The chape has a long sub-rectangular central plate, moulded with zoomorphic elements and
terminals; this is flanked on either side by openwork protrusions in the form of birds’ heads.
The form is attributable to Menghin (1983, 361) Class 3b Type Wageningen. Several similar examples have
been recorded on the PAS database (e.g. HAMP-4CBF82). Length: 44.4mm; weight: 11.81g.

Fig. 34 An early medieval scabbard chape
An early medieval button brooch of unusual design of from Winchester (HAMP-ECA89E) (Fig. 35)
An early Anglo-Saxon, c. 450-550, copper-alloy button brooch of uncertain Suzuki class, missing its pin and most of
its outer rim. Both pin lug and catchplate survive as worn stumps to the reverse. The front comprises a depiction of
an anthropomorphic face in chip-carved relief. A horizontal sub-rectangular band defines the eye area, with two
circular and slightly bulbous eyes. In the hair/helmet area, a convex rib sits at the centre of a hollow area. Below
the central band is a semi-circular area with triangular cheeks and an open pointed-oval mouth. No trace of gilding
survives.
Button brooches are distinguished by their small size and by the anthropomorphic face-masks which they
feature. They may have been used in different ways as dress fasteners. It is thought that they may have been used
singly rather than in pairs, in contrast to the related but larger saucer brooches. Button brooches are found
throughout much of southern England and date between the later 5th – mid 6th centuries AD.
This type of button brooch has similarities with Suzuki's Class D1 (the horizontal eye-band), and perhaps
more likely in terms of locality, Class F (with bulbous eyes set in an eye-band but a very different mouth shape),
with examples from Twyford and Worthy Park. The remainder of the features are not comparable to any other
identified classes. Diameter: 19.1mm; weight: 4.14g.
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Fig. 35 An early medieval button brooch, © Hampshire Cultural Trust

Fig. 36 An early medieval S-shaped brooch, © Hampshire Cultural Trust
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An early medieval gilded silver openwork S-shaped brooch from Amport (HAMP-13F55E) (Fig. 36)
This piece of jewellery is a gilded silver openwork zoomorphic S-shaped brooch. The brooch is flat in cross-section
and asymmetrical in shape and decoration. The 'S' is created by the sinuous beaded body of a creature with a stylised head at both ends. The reverse of the artefact is missing its pin.
S-shaped brooches are normally found on the Continent, usually in Frankish and Lombardic regions. They are
less common in England, but a number have been found in early Anglo-Saxon graves and as stray finds, with around
20 now recorded on the PAS database, such as FAHG-52BAA5. Length: 33.4mm; width: 24.6mm; weight: 6.07g.
The find was declared Treasure, and Hampshire Cultural Trust declared an interest.
A small silver early medieval buckle from Hurstbourne Priors (SUR-68D673) (Fig. 37)
A very small silver Anglo-Saxon buckle complete with a silver pin and plate. The frame is oval with a circular crosssection. The plate is formed from a sheet of silver which is wrapped around the strap bar and has a central rectangular cut-out for the pin and a pair of rivet holes towards the rear of the plate. Both rivets are missing.
The buckle fits well into Marzinzik's Type II.24a (2003, 51) and Hines and Bayliss' Type BU7 (2013, 146), which
comprises small buckles with rectangular plates typically pierced by two rivets at the terminal end. These buckles
have been dated broadly to the late 6th – 7th centuries. A comparable example on the PAS database is SF-E596EC
(Suffolk). Length: 13.9mm; width: 10.1mm; weight: 0.69g

Fig. 37 A silver early Anglo Saxon buckle, © Surrey County Council
A gold cross fragment of early medieval date from Grateley (SUR-A871F7) (Fig. 38)
This find has been identified as a fragment of a gold cross, probably from a piece of gold jewellery. The fragment
comprises a piece of hammered gold sheet, cut to an axe-like shape, with applied filigree decoration. This consists
of an outer border of beaded wire; inside this, on the concave upper and lower edges, are a row of herringbone
filigree and a row of twists in straight wire; and on the convex right-hand edge, a larger row of twists.
The fragment is probably from an expanding arm cross-shaped pendant dated to the early 7th century. Similar examples on the PAS database include SF-E34CF6 (2016T579) from Near Woodbridge, Suffolk, which has a beaded wire border, SUSS-CDE144 (2017T5) from South Heighton, East Sussex, and YORYM-FAD886 (2004T291), from a
riverine site in North Yorkshire. The find was declared Treasure, and Hampshire Cultural Trust declared an interest.
Length: 16.8mm; width: 8.5mm; weight: 0.65g.
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Fig. 38 A gold early medieval cross pendant fragment, © Surrey County Council
A rare gold Thrymsa coin from Penton Grafton (BERK-D603E8) (Fig. 39)
A gold shilling (also known as a 'thrymsa') of the Witmen Group, possibly 'Witmen prototype' or 'Witmen derived 1'
dating to c. 620-45. The obverse has a right-facing draped bust wearing a diadem with two ties and a trident in
front. The reverse has a cross with three limbs bifurcated and a lower limb terminating in a small semi-circle within
a dotted circle.
The style of this coin places it in the early phase of production with its bust style very similar to the only fully
literate example known (Gannon 2013, no. 11), and it is close to Crondall coins 69 and 70 (Metcalf 1993, nos 1-2).
The reverse inscription is difficult to read because it is only partially on the flan. It appears that the reading may be
the literate WITMEN MONITA, although this is not certain, and it may be a slightly devolved version. Diameter:
12mm; weight: 1.28g.
An early medieval spiral finger ring from Sparsholt (BERK-86EB19) (Fig. 40)
A copper-alloy Anglo-Saxon spiral finger ring, probably dating to the 9th - 11th century AD. The ring is formed from
a spiral band with a D-shaped cross-section and overlapping pointed terminals. Similar finger rings have been published in MacGregor and Bolick (1993, 169-171, no. 27.11) and on the PAS database (SF-93DDE8, BERK-9AAF46,
WILT-70C7A4, SF-18E973, SF-EAAC68, SF-323CC3 and SF-07FB63). This type of ring may represent a development of
earlier Romano-British styles or be base metal imitative forms of silver rod rings from Scandinavia. Diameter:
21.2mm; weight: 3.72g.
An early medieval silver hooked tag from Quarley (SUR-19BC54) (Fig. 41)
A silver hooked tag with etched Trewhiddle style ornament. The tag has a circular plate with two rounded drilled
attachment lugs at the rear and a curled, sharp hook at the front. The base of the hook is moulded into a trefoil
where it meets the plate. The surface of the plate is decorated with abstract Trewhiddle style interlace ornament,
of degraded zoomorphic type, inlaid with niello. The design comprises three fields, each with an abstract knot or
degraded zoomorphic design and separated by a Y-shaped form. The decorated plate is surrounded by a beaded
border. The reverse of the object demonstrates tool and casting marks.
These hooked tags were a relatively common type of fastener in the middle and late Anglo-Saxon periods
and may have been used for a variety of purposes. This example belongs to Read's (2008) Class D, Type 1 with a
circular or sub-circular plate and two projecting attachment knobs. The Trewhiddle style decoration provides a date
of the 9th to early 10th century for this object.
The find was declared Treasure, and Hampshire Cultural Trust declared an interest. Length: 24.4mm; width:
17.2mm; weight: 1.67g.
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Fig. 39 An early medieval gold shilling or thrymsa

Fig. 40 An early medieval spiral finger ring
A fragment of copper-alloy decorated in the 11th-century Ringerike or Urnes style from Rowlands Castle (SURDC758E) (Fig. 42)
A curved triangular copper-alloy fragment with part of a circular terminal and incised zoomorphic decoration across
one side, probably dating to the later part of the 11th century. The decoration comprises a sinuous beast in the
Ringerike or Urnes style, with the head curved around and down to the left and a foot touching the snout. The
beast has a lenticular shaped eye and a curled lower jaw. From the back of the head emerges a tendril that curls
anticlockwise into a loop over the head, with the tip curving back to the neck. Another tendril curling round at the
shoulder may be the tip of the tail.
This object is possibly part of a decorated stirrup mount (as per KENT-701E15); however, the likely original
extent of the design, based on the style of what remains, may make the original object too large for that function.
Metalwork displaying early medieval Scandinavian styles of decoration is extremely rare in Hampshire.
Length: 36.6mm; width: 25.5mm; weight: 6.84g.
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Fig. 41 An early medieval silver hooked tag, © Surrey County Council

Fig. 42 A fragment of metalwork decorated in the 11th-century Ringerike or Urnes styles, © Surrey County Council
An incomplete decorated early medieval tool of unknown identification from Soberton (HAMP-DD8721) (Fig. 43)
This is a copper-alloy openwork object, probably of the 10th to 11th centuries. It is perhaps a fitting from some
type of tool or implement, although the precise function of these objects is unclear. The object is triangular and
hollow. Both sides exhibit panels of openwork zoomorphic interlaced decoration in Anglo-Scandinavian style, and
it has a zoomorphic open-ended terminal.
The artefact is one of several comparable finds on the PAS database (e.g. BERK-4A3A78, SUR-0CADF3, HAMP
-93B652, SOM-290222, SUR-6D7060 and IOW-691755). Another example was excavated in Winchester (Hinton &
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Biddle 1990, 499-500, no. 1061). Despite these local parallels, objects displaying this art style are rarely found in
Hampshire. Length: 52.9mm; width: 20.3mm; weight: 17.25g.

Fig. 43 A medieval object of uncertain function, © Hampshire Cultural Trust
A medieval staff terminal from Steep (SUR-DA4FFA) (Fig. 44)
This find is a complete copper-alloy medieval ‘mace head’ or staff terminal. The terminal is a hollow cylinder, open
at both ends, with a head comprising three bands of four spikes, each offset by 90 degrees from the adjacent row.
The upper and lower bands of spikes are curved slightly in towards the line of the centre band, which has the longest spikes. As is usual for these objects, the upper and lower rows are of three-sided spikes, while those on the
central row are four-sided. Below this head, which is 29.6mm in length, is an octagonal collar of 25.8mm width and
27.0mm length, with a single square fixing hole on one side. A particularly unusual feature of this example is the
survival in the hollow centre of a fragment of mineralised wood with a square-sectioned iron nail or peg hammered
into the top. This nail/peg would have split the wood to fix the terminal in place.
Similar examples can be seen on the PAS database: DUR-B9D6B8, DUR-5ACBE0, CORN-3455DB and LVPLD0CAE3. Although a military function has been a traditional interpretation for this class of object, Daubney (2010)
suggests that they were terminal from ecclesiastical staffs. Length: 60.4mm; weight: 139.88g.
A medieval lead-alloy pilgrim’s holy water ampulla from Shipton Bellinger (WILT-DD0407) (Fig. 45)
A medieval lead pilgrim's ampulla, dating to c. AD 1350-1530. The flask-shaped ampulla has a rounded body that
tapers into a narrowed neck with a flared mouth which would have been crimped shut when filled. Both sides of
the body are decorated in relief, the obverse with a simplified shell design (the traditional symbol of pilgrimage)
and the reverse with a Calvary cross.
Although in use from the late 12th century, the majority of the ampulla date to the later medieval period.
Ampullae were designed to contain a draught of holy water, to be taken as a cure, kept as a talisman, or sprinkled
as a blessing. Length: 22.95mm; width: 14.97mm; weight: 49.35g.
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Fig. 44 A medieval ‘mace head’ or staff terminal, © Surrey County Council
A medieval seal matrix attributable to Robert Walerand from Hurstbourne Tarrant (SUR-486E0E) (Fig. 46)
The following artefact is a circular copper-alloy personal seal matrix of Robert Walerand. The edge is bevelled to
the rear, and on its edge is a single integral D-shaped lug with a drilled suspension loop. The die face has three identical shields arranged radially, points inwards; each shield displays the arms of Walerand (Argent a bend engrailed
Gules or Argent a bend indented Gules). The legend is set between beaded lines and reads: +
S':ROBERTI:WALERAVnD (Seal of Robert Walerand). The curves of the B and the Rs are made using circular dots instead of curved lines.
Robert Walerand was Justiciar to King Henry III (1216-1272) and one of his closest advisors at court. His many
roles for the King included extracting money from the barons in order to facilitate his second son, Edmund, taking
up the crown of Sicily. This action became one of the catalysts for the rebellion of Simon de Montfort and the ensuing Barons' War (1264-1267).
Despite his principal estates being at Siston, Gloucestershire, Robert Walerand held estates in Hampshire
inherited from his Anglo-Norman ancestor Waleran the Hunter, who held 51 manors in 1086, including West Dean
in the New Forest. Robert Walerand held local offices, including chief of the justices at Winchester in 1256 and warden of Salisbury Castle in 1258. His sister Alicia Walerand was the Abbess of Romsey Abbey from 1268 to 1298.
This Robert Walerand is the best-known bearer of the name, but it is possible that this seal matrix may have
belonged to another Robert of the same family.
Diameter: 22.1mm; thickness 3.3mm; weight: 7.62g.
A medieval personal seal matrix from Liss (HAMP-684BE6) (Fig. 47)
A medieval (1200-1500) lead alloy pointed-oval or vesica-shaped seal matrix with solid lug handle projecting above
and to the reverse. A partial fold runs from the front of the matrix to the left of the lug.
The matrix depicts a foliate device with a central stem and two small stamens. Two large fronds are to either
side, rising from an inverted V-shaped base. Around this, enclosed within linear borders, is the legend +S[']EMME
PRIMO GENITE FILIE WALTI DE LINCES (Seal of [?]emme first born daughter of Walter of Linch). This may be a seal
for an Emma, first born daughter of Walter of Linch, which is a parish in West Sussex, 5 miles north-west of Midhurst and about 6 miles to the east of where the seal matrix was discovered. Seals of this particular shape are often
attributable to female owners. Length: 48.8mm; width: 29.9mm; weight: 20.46g.
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Fig. 45 A medieval lead-alloy pilgrim’s holy water ampulla, © Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum

Fig. 46 A medieval seal matrix attributable to Robert Walerand, © Surrey County Council
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Fig. 47 A medieval personal seal matrix of Emma of Linch, © Hampshire Cultural Trust

Fig. 48 An English medieval Medusa type jetton, © Hampshire Cultural Trust

An unusual type of English medieval jetton from Headbourne Worthy (HAMP-22D9B8) (Fig. 48)
A 14th-century copper-alloy medieval English jetton of the uncommon 'Medusa' type dating to c. 1280-1340 (Berry
Type 9; Mernick ref. 4e.7.6). The jetton has a central punch mark, intended to stop the token from being passed off
as a counterfeit penny.
Diameter: 19.4mm; weight: 2.18g.
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A silver medieval Bohemian Prager Groschen from Andover (KENT-EDE513) (Fig. 49)
A silver medieval royal Prager Groschen coin of John of Bohemia (the Blind) Count of Luxemburg (1309-1346) and
King of Bohemia (1310-1346) dating to the period 1310-1346 and of Mint Kutná Hora (Saurmasche No.171). It is an
unusual coin to find in England.
The obverse shows a trifoliate crown surrounded by a legend in two lines, annulet stops and quatrefoil apostrophes with the legend: '+DEI:GRATIA'REX:BO[hEMIE//+IOhANnES:PRIMVS'. The reverse shows the Lion of Bohemia, rampant left, with the legend: '*+*G[RO]SSI'PRAGENS[ES]'.
Diameter: 29mm; weight: 3.49g.

Fig. 49 A medieval Prager Groschen of John the Blind, © Kent County Council

Fig. 50 A Papal Bulla of Paul IV, © Surrey County Council
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A unique papal bulla from Odiham (SUR-F847F3) (Fig. 60)
A post-medieval lead papal bulla of Pope Paul IV (1555-1559). The obverse of the bulla is stamped with PAVLVS //
PAPA // IIII. The reverse depicts the nimbate and bearded heads of Saints Peter and Paul, in three-quarter profile,
flanking a crucifix. Above each head is a three-letter abbreviation of their names running vertically; 'SPA' for St.
Paul to the left and 'SPE' for St. Peter to the right. There are traces of a beaded border around the reverse. The
top and bottom rim edges have holes for the cords, which once affixed the bulla to a document.
Papal bullae, such as this, acted as seals on official papal documents to authenticate their provenance and
authority. This particular example dates to the brief Catholic revival under Queen Mary (1553-1558) and could be
the latest example of a papal bulla ever found in Britain.
Diameter: 38.2mm; thickness: 5.6mm; weight: 44.96g.
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